CHAPTER III
TrBBBiua GBAOOHTJS was born about the year 164 B o He -was one of twelve children, nine of whom died in infancy, himself, his brother Cams, and his sister Cornelia being the only survivors His family was plebeian, but of high antiquity, his ancestors for several generations having held the highest offices in the Republic On the mother's side he was the giandson of Scipio Afncanus. His father, after a distinguished c.ueei as a soldier in Spam and Sardinia, had attempted i eforms at Rome. He had been censor, and in this capacity he had e]ected disieputa-ble senators fiom the Curia, he had degraded offending Eqmtes , he had rearranged and tried to purify the Comitia But his connections were aristocratic His wife was the daughter of the most illustrious of the Scipios His own daughter was married to the second most famous of them, Scipio Afncanus the Younger He had been himself in antagonism with the tribunes, and had taken no pait at any time m popular agitations
The father died when Tiberius was still a boy, and the two brotheis grew up under the care of their mothei, a noble and gifted lady They displayed early remarkable talents Tibenus, when old enough, went into the army, and seived under his brother-in-law in the last Caithagmian campaign He was first on the walls of the city in the final storm. Ten years later he went to Spain as QUEBS-